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SUB J : POLITICAL PROSPECTS: TWO VIEWS FROM THE TOP 
REF: LISBON A-246, SEPT 10, 1976 

SUMMARY: REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL MEMBER ALMEIDA E COSTA AND 
DEFENSE MINISTER FIRMINO MIGUEL SHARE A PESSIMISTIC VIEW OF 
PROSPECTS FOR SUCCESS OF THE SOCIALIST GOVERNMENT. THEY 
ARE NOT ALONE IN THEIR CRITICISM OF THE SLOWNESS OF THE 
SOCIALISTS TO TAKE CONCRETE STEPS TO GET THE COUNTRY MOVING. 
HOWEVER, SOARES'S SEPT 9 SPEECH MAY LIFT SOME THE GLOOM. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . IN SEPERATE CONVERSATIONS SEPT 8 AND 9. REVOLUTIONARY 
COUNCIL MEMBER CDR ALMEIDA COSTA AND DEFENSE MINISTER LTC 
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FIRMINO MIGUEL GAVE ME A SOMBER VIEW OF PROSPECTS FOR 
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SUCCESS OF THE SOCIALIST GOVERNMENT. BOTH VIEW THE GOVERN- 
MENT AS INTERNALLY DIVIDED AND UNWILLING OR UNABLE SO FAR TO 
TAKE THE TOUGH MEASURES REQUIRED TO GET THE COUNTRY MOVING. 
BOTH SAID EANES WAS PRESSURING SOARES TO BECOME TOUGHER. 

- ALMEIDA COSTA DOUBTED THAT THE SOCIALISTS WOULD BE ABLE 
TO PULL THINGS TOGETHER. A SUCCESSFUL COALITION GOVERNMENT 
MIGHT BE POSSIBLE IF IT WERE FORMED SOON. A CONTINU- 
ATION OF THE CURRENT DRIFT, HOWEVER, COULD MAKE EVEN THAT 
SOLUTION UNVIABLE. THE REAL ANSWER, ALMEIDA COSTA THOUGHT, 
WOULD BE FOR THE PRESIDENT TO NOMINATE A GOVERNMENT OF HIGHLY- 
QUALIFIED INDEPENDENTS WHO HAD HIS CONFIDENCE. THE POLITICAL 
PARTIES WOULD HAVE TO AGREE TO A TRUCE IN THE INTERESTS OF 
NATIONAL UNITY. IF THEY REFUSED TO COOPERATE THE LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY MIGHT HAVE TO BE PROROGUED. 

- MIGUEL EXPRESSED A SIMILAR BUT NOT QUITE AS PESSIMISTIC A 
VIEW. HE SAID HE HAD ADVISED PRESIDENT EANES NOT TO GET TOO 
CLOSE TO THE SOCIALISTS. MIGUEL VIEWED THE PS AS A COLLECTION 
OF FACTIONS RATHER THAN AN HOMOGENOUS PARTY. HE THOUGHT 

A COALITION WAS INEVITABLE. HE EXPRESSED PERSONAL ADMIRATION 
FOR SOARES, AS DID ALMEIDA E COSTA. 

2. EANES DOMINATES RC: BOTH ALMEIDA COSTA AND MIGUEL BELIEVE 
EANES IS NOW IN A COMMANDING POSITION WITHIN THE REVOLUTIONARY 
COUNCIL (RC). BOTH HAVE COMMON DISDAIN FOR THE RC. THEY 

SEE IT AS AN UNREPRESENTATIVE ANOMALY OF LITTLE UTILITY IN 
EITHER POLITICAL OR MILITARY TERMS. EVENTUALLY IT MUST BE 
MADE TO FADE AWAY. 

3. COMMENT: PESSIMISTIC VIEWS, PERHAPS OVERLY SO. THERE 

IS AN UNCOMFORTABLE ELEMENT OF SELF-FULFILLING PROPHESY IN 
THE REMARKS OF BOTH. NEITHER IS HAPPY WITH THE MANNER 
IN WHICH HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH THE GOVERNMENT HAS EVOLVED. 
ALMEIDA COSTA'S INTEREST IN REMAINING IN THE GOVERNMENT 
WAS REBUFFED WHEN SOARES DECIDED TO EXCLUDE ALL RC MEMBERS. 
MIGUEL SEES HIMSELF AS AN INTERMEDIARY BETWEEN CIVILIAN 
AND MILITARY POLITICAL FORCES; HE HAS BEEN DISAPPOINTED 
IN THE AUTHORITY HE HAD BEEN GIVEN AS DEFENSE MINISTER. BUT 
BOTH ALMEIDA COSTA AND MIGUEL ARE SERIOUS, HIGHLY-RESPECTED 
FIGURES. THEIR VIEWS MUST BE HEEDED. THEY ARE NOT ALONE 
IN THEIR CRITICISM OF THE SLOWNESS OF THE SOCIALISTS TO ACT. 
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SOARES'S SEPT 9 SPEECH OUTLINING HIS RECOVERY PROGRAM MAY 
HELP TO LIFT SOME THE GLOOM. 

CARLUCCI 
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